ALTHOUGH the upper and lower eyelids--differ considerably in -form and in their relation to the surrounding tissues, in the eye specula commonly used the wire loops or blades which hold the two eyelids apart, are of the same shape. The tarsus of the upper lid is broader than that of the lower. It -is, moreover, connected with the levator' palpebrae superioris muscle whereas there is no similar muscle in connection with the lower tarsus. Consequently the lower lid has a great passive mobility an(d can be easily pulled downward and a little forward, into a position convenient for the operation. For this reason the lower loop or blade of the speculum should be of such a form as to ,retract only the lower lid and must therefore be rather sharply bent which, as a matter of fact, is also thd case with the usual specula. The mobility of the upper lid, on the other hand, is much more limited. lt can be raised only in a direction parallel to the surface of the eyeball-bringing the tarsus between the roof of the orbit and the globe. Were this movement to be carried out by means of a loop or blade curved to the same degree as that for the lower eyelid, it would hit the supraorbital margin before the tarsus had been brought completely within, the orbit. This difficulv is overcome by a loop or blade with wide curve taking in both the supra-orbit.l margin and the tarsus.
ALTHOUGH the upper and lower eyelids--differ considerably in -form and in their relation to the surrounding tissues, in the eye specula commonly used the wire loops or blades which hold the two eyelids apart, are of the same shape. The tarsus of the upper lid is broader than that of the lower. It -is, moreover, connected with the levator' palpebrae superioris muscle whereas there is no similar muscle in connection with the lower tarsus. Consequently the lower lid has a great passive mobility an ( of the investigation of the visual field using binocular fixation. In ordinary cases binocular fixation will be somewhat more steady than monocular, but the difference is hardly of practical importance. In
